
GCSE INDUCTION 
TUESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2011 

Talk for parents 
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Key Staff 

Ã Mrs Herlock ï Deputy Headteacher 
 Living with a teenager 

 

Ã Miss Fairfax ï Upper School Learning Manager 
 Overview of Concerns relating to Key Stage 4 

 

Ã Mrs Dell ï Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 

Duke of Edinburgh scheme 
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Why Year 9 GCSE Induction? 

Ã New Key Stage 

Ã Start of most options 

Ã Drive for success 

ÃGirlsô attitudes change 

Ã Coping with pressure and stress 
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Curriculum 

Ã All girls have opportunity to achieve English 
Baccalaureate 

 

Ã Choices were made: 

 History or Geography 

 French or Spanish 

 3 further choices 
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STUDY ETHOS 
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Promoting a Positive Work Ethos 

Please can you: 

ÃEnsure your daughter know itôs work 
before play 

ÃNot let your daughter go out / go to an 
activity after school if she has had the day 
off ill  

ÃShow your daughter you value time at 
school when booking doctors / 
orthodontists appointments 

ÃReward good effort 
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Please Encourage Your Daughter To Do 
Things Like 

Ã Review the notes she has from class 

Ã Take notes as she's reading a chapter  

Ã Learn to skim material  

Ã Learn to study tables and charts  

Ã Learn to summarize what she has read in her own words  

Ã Learn to make her own flashcards for quick review of 
dates, formulas, spelling words, etc 

Ã Develop independent study skills 

7 



Effective Homework 

Ã Please ensure homework seen as a high priority 

Ã How do you fit in other activities?  

Ã Help to organize study and homework projects 

Ã Can you provide ónon-criticalô assistance? 

Ã Make doing homework a positive experience 

Ã Set expectations for homework, then provide and enforce 
logical, meaningful consequences if those expectations are 
not met  

Ã The primary purpose of homework is to:  

  Reinforce learning in class 
 Develop independent study habits 

Ã Please do not use homework as a punishment 

8 



PROGRESS ISSUES 
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Department for Education Advice 

For pupils to make good progress 
Ã Determined and focused in their approach to work  
Ã Accept and enjoy challenge 
Ã Analyse their own strengths and weaknesses 
Ã Prepared to work independently 
Ã Resilient and do not become disheartened 
Ã Have a clear long term goal in mind which acts as a 

significant motivator  
Ã Good at working in pairs or groups 
Ã Display other talents and interests 
Ã Readily seeks and receives help from home 
Ã Form productive ólearning relationshipsô with teachers 

based on mutual respect 
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Communicating with School 

Ã Tutor ï day to day issues 

Ã Pastoral Support Coordinator 

Ã Subject teacher 

Ã Learning Mentor 

Ã Learning Manager 

Ã Deputy Headteacher 

Ã Headteacher 
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Assessment 

Ã Marks on pieces of work 

Ã Verbal feedback 

Ã Formal assessments 

Ã Gradesheets 

Ã Module examinations 

Ã Year 10 and Mock Exams 

Ã Final exams 

Ã Coursework 

Ã Homework expectations 

Ã Monitoring and Intervention Programmes 
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School Rewards 

Ã Comments in class and on work 

Ã Merits 

Ã Commendations ï achievement and effort 

Ã Subject Colours 

Ã School Colours 
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Work Experience 

Ã Expected to be first two weeks of July in Year 10 

Ã Girls must find own placement 
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Reports and Updates 

Ã Please discuss how things are going at school? 

Ã Please try to find out how tests went?  

 

Ã Four Pupil Tracking reports each year 

Ã One Full Report (including a PT) 

 

ÃParentsô Consultation Evening 

Ã Review Day 
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Help Your Daughter to feel she is 
Successful 

Ã Some girls seem to be good at everything 

Ã But most girls .........  

Ã All girls have the potential to achieve good GCSE grades 

Ã Some girls will start to feel they are less able 

Ã Girls at WHSG do not compare themselves to the 
national picture 

Ã Nationally 57.5% of girls gain 5(+) GCSE at Grade C or 
above including English & Maths 

Ã Nationally girls achieve an average grade of just over a C 
in their best eight GCSEs 
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EARLY ENTRIES TO 
EXAMINATIONS 

Level 2 Courses and Modules 
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GCSE Examinations Start in Year 9 

Å Most GCSEs about to become linear 

 

Å Functional Skills in Literacy, Numeracy and ICT 

Å Currently girls complete the equivalent of up to 3½ GCSEs during Year 
10 

Å Preparation for Working Life 

Å Enterprise and Employability 

Å Short course PE 

Å Religious Studies (short course) 

Å English Language (June of Year 10) 

 

Å Please help us by helping your daughter to take these examinations 
seriously 
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Accelerated Course Early Entries 

Ã Full GCSE in June of Year 10: 
 

 Geography 
History 
Drama 

 Art 

 PE 
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Module Exams Will Affect the final 
Grades 

Ã Some pupils have found it challenging to 
understand seriousness of óearly entryô 
examinations 

Ã Some early entry exams are complete short 
course GCSEs 

 

Ã The school does not prepare the girls for re-sits 

Ã Re-sits cost parents money 
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Controlled Assessments 

Å Controlled assessment replaces GCSE coursework. 

Å It is designed to measure skills that are not effectively 
judged by external assessment. 

Å Some assessments take place wholly within the centre 
under supervision with controlled access to resources, 
others involve research outside the centre with limited 
supervision. 

Å AQA refer to them as Investigative Skills Assignments, 
and Edexcel describe them as Internal Assessment 
Activities 

Å 25-65% of the final GCSE mark 
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INTERNET RESOURCES 
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Moodle ï the VLE 
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Eg Year 10 Chemistry Page 
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Many teachers have loaded past papers 
and revision material 

 

25  


